CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

veneration is well known: but after a long
struggle the church gained its wishes*
Islam was confronted with the problem and
decided for prohibition, doubtless under
Jewish influence. Sayings of Muhammed
forbid the erection of images. This pro-
hibition became part of canon law and
therefore binding for all time : it remains
obligatory at the present day, though in
practice it is often transgressed. Thus the
process of development which was continued
in Christendom, came to a standstill in
Islam, and many similar cases might be
quoted.

Here begins the development of Muham-
medan jurisprudence or, more exactly, of the
doctrine of duty, which includes every kind
of human activity, duties to God and man,
religion, civil law, the penal code, social
morality and economics. This extraordinary
system of moral obligations, as developed
in Islam, though its origin is obscure, is
doubtless rooted in the ecclesiastical law of
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